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The Arizona Bus Club is an official non-profit 
organization. That means that your donations may now 
be tax deductible.  Consult your tax advisor, then 
donate till it hurts.

The  club general meeting takes place on the third 
Wednesday of the month at Rosita’s 960 West 
University in Tempe Arizona 85281. It’s on the 
Northeast corner of the intersection of University and 
Hardy and usually gets going at 7pm.

Membership is $20 per. Mail your dues to ABC  
Membership PO Box 65001 Phoenix, AZ 85082 or 
contact our membership chick Chris Lee @ 480-241-
7025

If seeing your ABC friends at meetings and campouts 
isn't enough, you can now communicate with other 
members via the Arizona Bus Club Yahoo email group. 
You can plan an impromptu campout, invite everyone 
to the drive-in on short notice, or just talk buses. To 
subscribe just send an email to arizonabusclub-
subscribe@yahoogroups.com and start enjoying 
the fun!

Disclaimer:
The views and opinions expressed in the Arizona Bus 
Club newsletter are those of the individual 
contributors (monkeys chained to typewriters! PETA, 
SEND HELP NOW!) and are not necessarily those of 
the board, general members  or the editors, unless 
otherwise stated. No Arizona Bus Club board member 
or general member, past or present, shall be held 
liable for any damages, death, injury or harm 
resulting from the use or misuse of any information 
contained in the newsletter or the newsletter itself.  
Enjoy your News online at Arizonabusclub.com!

President Melissa Jess 602-867-7672
Vice President Doug Winans 480-262-1468

Treasurer Phil Gantchev 602-625-0416
Secretary Gary Lampinen 602-881-1291

Events Marnie Olson 480-649-6040
 Events Nancy Axtell  480-251-7885
Membership Chris Lee 480-241-7025

Sergeant at Arms Will Davis 602-403-0966

15 Fun Fests!
check out the Coming 
Events for everything 
2011 has to offer! 

Uncle Sam Wants 
you to run for the 
board because he 
doesn’t want the job!

Jerome Jamboree XXI Dates: September 16th, 17th and 18th 2011

Ensign Mott looks on as Admiral Burnite
orders the condiments into formation

e know what you're thinking; you're holding an ABC 
Newsletter in the same month for which it was intended Wto be read. No, Hell hasn't frozen over we just needed 

to get this issue out because it contains 2 very important pieces 
of information; the upcoming date for the 1st raffle bus work party 
and your election ballots for the 2011 Board. Unless you've been 
holed up in a cave or live in Hereford you know that being 
nominated and serving on the board of the ABC is the highest 
honor to which one could be bestowed. Serving makes you 
smarter, slimmer and more attractive in the eyes of the opposite 
sex or at least we've been told by reliable sources who would 
know such things. Nominations were taken at the January 
general meeting which resulted in the names you see on the 
ballot in the column to your right. You are free to write in 
candidates and vote, or not vote as the case may be. Do what 
feels right for a change, okay? You may have noticed that the 
space next to Events 
Coordinator is currently 
unoccupied. Funny thing that; 
the office holders from last 
year are declining to serve in 
that capacity and we cannot 
blame Marnie Olson who is 
playing Carol Brady to her 
new Bunch or Nancy Axtel 
who moved up the food chain 
to run for VP. Speaking of 
moving up it was nice to see 
Brad Loy's 64 Caravelle 
camper at the meeting along 
with someone claiming to be 
the new owner. We all know the truth Nancy so give up while 
you're ahead. You can drive it all you want but buses inevitably 
are known by their previous owners. Only after you sell it to 
someone else will we begin to refer to it as Nancy’s Bus. Other 
Big News this month as Club members assembled to accept the 
Mayor's Cup for having the best entry in the recent Light Parade 
(photo inset.) Congratulations to everyone whose hard work went 
into making this happen! We would also liked to have included a 
BBB report but nobody could remember much about it which we 
took as a good sign; go next year if you missed it we're certain 
the dates are already out there somewhere. Plus we’ve got a 
nifty little trip report from Doc Hilpert from the Klondyke trip he 
took last year; you’ll learn things even he didn’t know. Lastly 
President Jess has asked for member's input into the color 
scheme of this year's bus. Being a 67 it could have been all sorts 
of combinations but we'll find out for sure when we check the M-
code plate Sunday the 30th in Chandler at the Tear Down Party. 
Y'all come out and see what kind of trouble we're getting into and 
by all means enjoy your Early January News!

Klondyke Kruize 
looking for a great 
weekend run? We’ve 
got just what you need!

Official 2011 ABC Ballot 

(or you can simply fill out a postcard and 
mail it to the PO Box or (GASP!) show up 
and vote at the February General Meeting 
on the 16th. Space has been included to 
write in the names of anyone you wish to 
nominate. Only members in good standing 
may serve on the board (that means your 
dues are current by the election)

President - Melissa Jess

write in --------------------------------------

Vice Prez - Nancy Axtel

write in --------------------------------------

Events Coordinator -------------------------

Secretary - Gary Lampinen

write in --------------------------------------

Treasurer - Phil Gantchev

write in --------------------------------------

Sergeant at Arms - Will Davis

write in --------------------------------------

Membership Coordinator
Chris Lee
Charles Corridori

write in --------------------------------------
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Weekend in Klondike!Doc Hilpert’s
An adventure of the mind and body!
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Coming Events!
Sunday January 30th: Raffle Bus May 14th Nasty Habit VW Club 
Work Party #1 Come join us as we show and shine, Laveen, AZ
tear down and take stock of this June 10th - 13th VTO presents 
year's 1967 Raffle Bus on Sunday Blackstar 2011 near Chino, CA
January 30th. 1209 N. Newport 

July 29th - 31st High Altitude Street, Chandler, AZ 85225 from 
Campout Flagstaff, AZ1pm to whenever. Cross streets are 

McQueen and Ray. Call 602-738- August 5th - 7th Mogollon 
2196 for more information. Ask for Madness near Heber, AZ
Mr. Big.

August 29th - September 5th 
Wednesday February 16th ABC Burning Man near Empire, NV
General Meeting at Rosita’s Tempe

September 16th – 18th Jerome 
Sunday February 20th: Jamboree, Haynes, AZ
Volkstreffen 1 Car Show and Swap 

November 13th Volkstreffen, 
Meet - Phoenix See Flyer opposite 

Glendale Community College
page.

December 9th through 11th 
Sunday March 27th Bugorama Car 

Arizona Bus Club Christmas Party, 
Show and Bring a Ton of Money 

Usery Pass Park, Mesa, AZ
Swap Meet 

April 1st – 3rd VW John Howard's 
..and these are just the events that Route 66 Caravan and Campout
are so far announced!

April 8th - April 10th Mica's 
Colossal Cave and Birthday 
Campout  Come make some new 
Southern Arizona friends at the 
ABC's Spring Campout at Colossal 
Cave State Park near Tucson. Map 
and details to follow in a future 
issue.

May 13th - May 15th Pinal Peak 
Campout, near Globe, AZ Where will the road take you this year?
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Blast from the Past!

many thanks to Mark Chambers  for this column!

This month’s Blast takes us back to January 2000 just in time to enjoy the fallout from Y2K
as President Joe Ginther’s PC crashed causing the Behind the Wheel to be co-written by “Eric
and Richard.” Rich Reeder was out and about and described his hilly Colorado trip in an
interesting and informative piece entitle “56 Photos at 55 MPH.” The swaps were packed with
dueling ads from Eric and Richard selling over-priced metal while begging for reasonable
prices on stuff they needed (maybe still need so be reasonable please!) The following came
from Janet Colville who described an epic, cross country trip through the heartland including
a run in with the Law (with photos to prove it.) Only a portion of this long article is included
 but once  we have all these uploaded you’ll be able to enjoy them in their entirety.

We spent a night in Memphis enjoying good food and music then on through 
Tennessee towards Lynchburg and the Jack Daniels Distillery. We traveled east on 
Highway 64 going through some lovely country. The drivers were Great...no one was 
speeding, people enjoyed reading the back of Melvan even if we were traveling 4 
lane. One police officer passed us doing about 90 without sirens or lights...always a 
surprise and a rather rude way of carrying on business. About 4 hours after the police 
officer passed us we were in Lincoln County, outside of Fayetteville when Janet, who 
was driving, made eye contact across the divided highway with a police officer 
traveling West. It was about 2pm and the last tour of the distillery started at 4pm. 
Within a few minutes Janet looked out and saw the police car on our tail. We were, to 
say the least, bemused as Janet wasn’t speeding or driving unsafely. We hoped the 
officer was enjoying a good read! And then the lights and siren went off as we were 
topping a hill. Janet pulled over and the officer came to the window and asked if 
everything was alright. Janet said,”Yes everything is fine.” The officer said she was 
weaving over 2 lanes. Janet disagreed and the officer went back to his car to call in. 
Soon he returned and informed Janet that he was calling for a dog to sniff the bus. 
[we’re skipping some dialogue here to cut to the chase] The state patrol officer arrived 
and we were instructed to get away from the van while the dog sniffed. The dog 
wasn’t excited and didn’t scratch as would be expected if it has smelled drugs until 
prompted to do so by the officer. (In Tennessee if the dog scratches that gives the law 
permission to search.) Well they searched the car. Neatly and not hurriedly. The first 
thing they found was a good luck leather pouch filled herbs and crystals a friend had 
given us. They got excited about that but nothing in it was illegal. Next they went 
through Janet’s basket of homeopathic meds but nothing there either. Next was Bill’s 
blood pressure meds from Mexico. They waited for a nervous reaction from us but got 
none. Another officer arrived on the scene but after another hour they gave up. 
Apparently they had recently busted a VW bus full of drugs (right!) which confirmed 
our suspicions they were profiling us. We missed the last tour of the Jack Daniels 
distillery but camped that night with a full bottle of wine to calm us down.  


