
Bus Club News 
Bay 2013 

Annual tribute to BAYS! 
                              Yes, that’s a BAY on the cover! 

PO Box 65001 

Phoenix, AZ 

85082 



Here at the Bus Club News office, aka Bob 
Smith’s hot tub, the fun never stops. Sure the 
laughter dies down, but only for a short time as 
another topic for discussion arises for…um…

discussion and is caressed and massaged gently into another news letter article.  The month 
of May we celebrate the Bay. Yes, the next logical step in the evolution of the beloved VW bus.  
Lots of fresh innovative ideas abound as the “New Bus” was being designed, but like cookies 
dropped into a hottub the ideas fell apart, dissolved & caused the inviting waters to change into a 
steamy, sticky cauldron of promise broken, debris laden rinse water. What remained of the innova-
tive improvements was to be found in the drain screen & filters which was used to create the ’68. 
Lot’s of good ideas for this year, decent simple wiring, bigger body design for us bigger cats but a 
lot of one-year-only parts that make a lot of us bus owners cringe when we discover they need re-
placement.  You cannot discuss the faults of the Bay to their owners for it is akin to a principal 
telling the parent about the behavior problems of their child. Those parents are aware of the child’s 
shortcomings and of many more, but like any self respecting parent they will not discuss them with 
you. They will only tell you of the fond memories they enjoyed, the fun they’ve experienced and 
then will encourage you to get some of your own.  Yes, after hearing an observation about their 
own beloved, these parents will continue to love them, feeding them a high octane sugar breakfast, 
giving them the occasional bath, leaving them unattended to stay up late watching TV, where was I 
going with this?….Ah yes, the Bay might be described as the bus envisioned by VW before the 
first round of layoffs that took place at the factory. I mean really! It took five years to move the gas 
fill flap out of the sliding door path & another 2 years to realize the flap wasn’t needed! Simple 
wiring harnesses were replaced by secret magic boxes and the magic wasn’t dispensed to aftermar-
ket manufacturers, and the body design team evidently was replaced before they finished their job 
because the rear end looks like a ’67 with reverse lights! O.k. I’m on a rant so I’ll bring this back 
and say that with all these glaring faults, enough of these oversized, underpowered fat cat wagons 
managed to roll off the dealers parking lots and onto the byways & backroads to continue the cul-
tural iconic legacy of that which IS the VW bus. As much as I complain about the inadequacies of 
my bus(es), I still can’t picture myself being as happy or as comfortable in a caravan, or a T & C, 
or a suburban, or an excursion. None of them ‘fit’. So let’s all gather and say three cheers for the 
Bay. Some changes were a hit, some “improvements” were…not. But there’s no going back in the 
world of design, we just take what we’re given, and then we whine about what could have been, 
what should have been what would have been and then we make the modifications ourselves. 
Right? Bigger engines, more gauges, switches, buttons, knobs, lights, better brakes, improved sus-
pension. Maybe that is why we drive buses! They give us the incentive to create, they inspire us to 
improve, they allow us to tinker with reckless abandon! They make us whole by letting us make 
them ours! Each one personalized by their parent’s questionable upbringing. Leaving on each, a 
permanent mark which distinguishes one from another. Because of this, we are celebrating Bay 
pride month in this issue of the news. The essence of that which is the BAY. Enjoy! 

May 2013 

-Gary 



Event report from the Dragoons!  You’re not gonna believe this but the Bus Club’s Spring campout was a com-
plete success.    The Tucson Bus Mob represented with an excellent contingent.  This campout definitely needs to be 
repeated. The giant boulders are and invitation to ANY kid interested in light rock climbing. The mild temperatures 
were a welcome treat and the remote camping area located in a bowl at the Dragoon foothills in such an exclusive 
area helped to limit the invasion of other explorers, save for that Aussie bloke who came into the camping bowl. To-
ny was his name. Decent enough fellow, took a moment to pause & ask questions about what was going on with the 
Kombis. After a couplea cold ones we got to the question that should have been on the top of the list. The answer to 
which is V-B, XXXX, Tooheys & Coopers., of which only one is available in the Phoenix area. Do you homework 
& let me know via e-mail which it is. Other than that, good campfires, good tour of the Cochise stronghold, hidden 
treasure was found and everyone that showed had a good time. Thank you to those who made the effort to come out 
for Saturday evening and an special thanks to Doc Hilpert for piecing together the latrines for all of us. He knows 
how to take care of the ladies.  Next year this time we’re all looking forward to returning but only after a visit to 
Carsner Caverns which is also in the area I’m told. Plan for it! 

Questions about upcoming events? Contact your Bus Club Board via e-mail on our Yahoo! group.  Gary Lampinen 
– Head Cheese, Mike Baleda- Solid #2, Nancy Axtell-Bean counter, Craig Stradling-Mr. Party, Jean Canavan-
Notes, Chris Lee-Head counter, Will Davis-Keeps it real. 

When & Where? The club’s general meeting takes place on the third Wednesday of the month. We currently meet 
at the PERA club located at One East Continental  over on the East side. May the 15th we’ll be having our General 
meeting at the Walterdome located at 6425 E Thomas in Scottsdale.  Our June meeting should be back at the PERA 
club if all goes as planned. 

May 17 – 19 – Mt. Pinal Campout & eatfest. Bring a dish and join the buffet line Saturday night! Please, no guns in 
the campsite. 

June 5th – 9th  VTO presents their Blackstar campout at Prada regional park near Chino in California. Yes, were tak-
ing this show on the road! Check out thesamba.com for details.  The Blackstar weekend is an excellent time to at-
tend the OCTO show on Saturday as well as the Classic on Sunday. Look’em up and then plan for it! 

EOM of July  – Buses invade the KOA. Plan to get out of the heat into the cool pines of Flagstaff. Make your reser-
vations if you must or just show like I do. Look for the posts and we’ll try to keep you informed. 

Looking to infect others with Busclubus Arizonius? Send ‘em a membership! Annual dues are only $20 per year 
which covers the publishing, printing & postage of this quality periodical. Checks or money orders can be made & 
sent to Arizona Bus Club, PO Box 65001, Phoenix AZ 85082. Believe it or not, we can also receive your articles, 
pictures, stories and other interesting bits at this PO Box as well.  OR if you’re computer savy, drop us a line & send 
your articles & pics to dclehan@gmail.com.  From a club perspective if you’re interested in sharing your adventures 
we’re interested in hearing ‘em! So what are you holding out on us for? ALSO if you’ve got an impromptu party 
and no one from your guest list showed, drop us a line on our Yahoo! group e-mailing list & get ready to have as 
much fun as the local law will allow. We’re not laywers, but we can offer a wealth of legal advice. 

Dis Claimer: Dis be da part where we shrug responsibility. The views & opinions expressed in this newsletter are 
those of the individual contributors and are not necessarily those of the board, general members, casual acquaintanc-
es or the editors unless otherwise stated. No Arizona Bus Club member, past or present, shall be held liable for any 
damages, death, injury, harm or misdirection resulting from the misuse of any information contained within. Trust 
me, we have a really good legal team and we’re not afraid to hang out with them.  Enjoy your News online in color 
at www.azbusclub.org 

Join our Yahoo! blog! Simply send an e-mail to: 

Arizonabusclub-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 



 

I think that I will never say 

Words as lovely as "a Bay." 

  

A Bay provides a lovely view, 

with a windshield that's not split in 

two. 

  

And brakes that stop within a mile, 

a feat that always makes me smile. 

  



BAYS 

 think that I 

will never 

say 

Words as 

lovely 

as "a Bay." 

  

A Bay 

pro-

vides a 

lovely view, 

with a 

windshield 

that's not 

split in 

two. 

And something I like even more, 

the sound of my sweet sliding door. 

  

A split is cool, they say.  I guess... 

But I'll take a Bay cuz they're the BEST! 

 

-Doc Hilpert (exclusive Bay Driver) 

 

 



I was once Bay and I have to admit I kind of miss it...that fat body was so 
hot and sexy with lots of room inside I still wake up sweaty when I 
dream of our time together. My ex-mate was born in 1973 near Westfalia, 
Germany and we met in December of 2007. A little scrubbing, waxing 
and a lube job plus some new shoes and fresh rubbers we had our first 
steamy campout in May 2008. I am to blame for ruining the relationship 
when I started to lust over an older frame with lots of bling. Suffering 
from guilt I made 
sure I found a suitable 
partner for my 
Baybee and I still 
keep in touch for 
Bays sake. Attached 
are a couple 
NSFW pictures I 
snapped when the 
love of my life was 
not looking.  Enjoy, 
Roy Jonas 



Many will snicker at this all-Bay issue but those of you who drive these 
beautiful machines know the truth. But why believe us? Here’s what Bill 
Bowman had to say in the May issue of Hot VW’s “Most everything 
mechanical and cosmetic about the Transporter was redesigned and re-
freshed! Volkswagen incorporated more safety features, and designed 
this new era of Transporter to be more reliable, functional and comforta-
ble.” Wow! How’s them apples? Plus, everybody knows or should know 
the usual editor of this rag once swore he’d never drive a Fat Chick but 
now has a whole stable of them outnumbering his splits 3 to 1! Not that 
you’d ever know it from the bashing Bays take every month and his se-

lection of a poor 71 being serviced for this month’s cover. “It’s a Bay is-
n’t it?” he sneered sarcastically before climbing into his 77 and roaring 
off in a cloud of dust. Yes Bob, it’s a Bay and it’s on the cover so that’s 
all that counts.  

Before we forget, Mike Mittl from German Autowerks kicked 
in $250 for this year’s raffle bus and Dave and Angie Butler 
also donated $150! THANK YOU ALL VERY MUCH!  



Driver’s front seat frame 1/3 Roy Jonas / Sean  

Driver and Passenger seat padding Wolfsburg West 

Engine build - Jim Burnite 

Front brake cylinders - Bustoration 

Driver and Passenger seat covers SEWFINE 

Rear brake cylinders - Bustoration 

Door panels Jeremiah Polynone 

Cab floor mat Wolfsburg West  

Complete brake lines – all wheels Bob Smith 

Cargo floor mat Wolfsburg West 

Master Cylinder (1967 only) Mike Baleda 

Steering wheel restoration Koch’s  

Front & rear brake shoes - Bustoration 

2 DOME LIGHT LENSES 

BRAKE SEAL KIT 

Sun Visors Wolfsburg West  

Fuel Line– Bob Smith 

Interior Panels Jeremiah Polynone 

 Shocks Tucson Bus Mob 

Ash Tray Wolfsburg West  

Tranny mounts – front 

O. S. Handle Bob Smith 

Tie rod – Bob Smith 

Radio Block off Plate Bob Smith 

Drag link Bob Smith 

Speedo Cable Bob Smith 

WIPER BLADES 

Shift coupler front and rear Wolfsburg West 

INTERIOR REAR VIEW MIRROR 

CLUTCH CABLE 

Driver and Passenger mirror Wolfsburg West 

ACCELERATOR CABLE 

GEAR OIL 

Complete Front Bumper Wolfsburg West 

 Swing lever kit Bob Smith 

BILSTEIN JACK 

Complete Rear Bumper Wolfsburg West 

Rubber: Everything... 

Windshield seals - Wolfsburg West 

Splash pans and install kit Wolfsburg West  

Rear window seal - Wolfsburg West 

New Tires for 14” rims Earl Kester  

Door handle rubber -Wolfsburg West  

Spare 14” rim Earl Kester  

DOOR BUMPERS (2) 

HUB CAPS 

Front door rubber kit -Bob Smith 

Hub cap clips Wolfsburg West 

 Deck lid seal and hinge kit Wolfsburg West 

GAS CAP 

Engine tin seal kit Wolfsburg West 

Rubber gas neck collar Bob Smith 

Tail light seals -Wolfsburg West 

License plate bracket-Bob Smith 

SEAT BUMPERS 

Paint – Jay Rondeau, Cody and Doug 

Headlight seals -Wolfsburg West 

Primer - Dakota and Jay 

Headlight bucket seals -Wolfsburg West 

Antenna Wolfsburg West 

E-brake boot Bob Smith 

Gas Tank Strainer / seal Bob Smith 

Shifter boot Bob Smith 

E-BRAKE CABLES / REBUILD KIT 

Knee knocker Wolfsburg West 

Windshield squirters Bob Smith 

Pedal pads Bob Smith 

Cargo Door Straps Wolfsburg West  

Door Plugs Bob Smith 

Vent window kits Bob Smith 

Door Hinge Seals Bob Smith 

SLIDING WINDOW DIVIDER CLEAT 

Gas door bumper Bob Smith 

Fresh air flap & bumper - Wolfsburg West 

FRONT TURN SIGNALS 

Fresh air rubber - Wolfsburg West 

Rear turn signals left & right Bob Smith 

WIPER WITH GROMMETS 

Head light assembly rebuild kit Wolfsburg West 

Front door window seal kit Bob Smith 

License light lens & gasket Bob Smith 

Cargo door seal kit Wolfsburg West 

FUEL GAUGE 

Pop out rubber &rebuild kit Wolfsburg West 

Wiring Harness Wiring Works West 

Fuse box and fuses Wolfsburg West 

Turn signal seal kit Bob Smith 

Battery, battery cables David Butler 

Jerome Jamboree XXIII September 20th—22nd 

Raffle Bus Wish List (so far) 1967 Riviera 

Items in CAPITAL LETTERS are available 


