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Arizona Bus Club 
PO Box 65001 
Phoenix  AZ  85082 
 
 
Board elections are next month!  
You must be in good standing to receive a ballot. 
So what are you waiting for? 
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For those who missed last month 
jam-bo-ree  noun  (jam - bH - ‘re) 
1. a noisy or unrestrained carouse  2a. a large festive 
gathering  2b. an international camping assembly of 
VW bus owners  3. a weekend long mixed program of 
entertainment 
Source: Merriam-Webster.com/asitappliestoyou 
Synonyms: bender, binge, bust, carousal, carouse, 
spree, toot, wassail 

Questions? 

 
     Perhaps a pic from my better side. Still need this bus. 

Need Sleep? Continue reading Dept. 
The Jamboree represents a lot of craziness for many 
different people. Some see it as another VW event, 
some see it as a checkmark off their bucket list, some 
see it as an annual opportunity to visit with their friends 
from faraway, some see it as a chance to unwind, relax, 
have fun, comb their dreads out, zone for a bit & take it 
easy. I saw an opportunity to have some more iced tea 
(pictured) and to do a tune up on the beast. 

 
Well, o.k., that and pretend to run (ruin) the event.  

 
I cannot take full credit (or blame) for this event. 
Those that came before me to organize this event and 
assumed the authoritative roles are those with whom 
I share responsibility. My staff who volunteered their 
time at this event are mere care takers in the grand 
scheme of things and I appreciate everyone’s efforts. 
Together we are doing what we can for posterity to 
perpetuate this event in the hopes that our efforts will 
benefit many of those less fortunate than ourselves 
and make planning this event easier while adhering to 
our club’s basic fundamentals. (i.e. having some 
raunchy fun!) 

 
It is, after all, THE second best event in the 
southwest. Some things that became apparent to 
myself was how important this event had become. 
There are VW events starting up all over this nation 
as well as others around the world. The biggest 
hurdle of organizing an event like this is appealing to 
the crowd of today while keeping the fundamental 
goals of the founders in mind. Once upon a time, I 
took it upon myself to attend every VW Bus event in 
the southwest. Not the easiest of tasks and I did miss 
some events for whatever reason. I did notice that 



each event has their ‘thing’. Some events encourage 
folks to show off their rides, some events promote 

 
There were some up early that morning. 
charitable giving, some have a friendly competitive 
theme which brings everything together, some events 
just want to take money from your pocket because 
they’re established and give you very little in return. 
While I’m at the top of the pile (or I’d like to think I 
am)  

 
  What is going on here? 
I want everyone involved, whatever their capacity, to 
have fun and enjoy themselves and not have to spend a 
ton of money doing it. (Granted if having fun means 
harm to others, I would be inclined to request that your 
activities take place elsewhere beyond this event. What 
are you doing driving a bus anyway?)  
My wish for everyone this holiday season would be for 
you to take time to enjoy yourself and your loved ones. 
I would wish that we all cut each other a little slack, 
indulge in what holds your interest, do something you 
want to do that you haven’t done before, make time to 
rid yourself of those nagging responsibilities and then 
make time to help others. And come work on the raffle 
bus if you’ve got some time to burn. I’ll buy the beer. 

Join the Club Dept. 
Before we get too deep into this issue, just a quick 
note to those of you who wanted to renew their 
membership at the Jamboree and didn’t, don’t worry, 
you still have time. Quite the relief eh? (Though not 
as much as participating with the chili judging.) If 
you’re still interested in renewing your membership 
or joining our club, you can still send your dues to: 
Arizona Bus Club c/o Membership 
PO Box 65001 
Phoenix  AZ  85082 

 
 That’s ME! Right there! 
If you’re renewing, please write your member 
number on the memo line of your check, otherwise 
we’ll do our best to ensure you’re not assigned a new 
number.  If you’re joining for the first time... 
Welcome! We hope you’ll enjoy reading this 
newsletter half as much as we enjoyed creating it! 
(Lehan’s monkeys. They’re an absolutely worthless 
poo flinging lot. How Lehan got along with these 
winged creatures is beyond me. ) 

 
 Ahh, the Jamboree life! 



If you’re not getting your newsletters, or are reading 
your friend’s copy, or need to replace your friend’s 
copy ‘cause now there’s pizza juice on it, please 
contact us as soon as possible because newsletters are 
in demand and supply is verrrry limited, especially this 
issue. O.k. that and membership & distribution are two 
different tasks handled by two different people (two 
heads one body sort of thing) trying hard to work 
together while consuming beer. If we skip someone, let 
us know. For the rest of you that we didn’t skip, thank 
you for your continued patronage. 

 
 Corey’s Screaming Eagle 
Special Post Jamboree offer: If you normally renew 
at the Jamboree event and we missed you (not ‘missed 
you, missed you’, but ‘avoided you’ missed you ) and 
you have faith in the club and you’re still interested in 
renewing or joining, or if you’ve got some extra cash 
laying around and needed another publication to clutter 
the coffee table with, send us a check or money order 
or gold bullion equivalent for $19.50 (That’s right! 
Send us a $20 and we’ll send you a postage stamp!) 
made out to Arizona Bus Club and we’ll make sure you 
get caught up. 

 
Colorado Bus Club represents 

Simply write: ‘WTF@ JJ XXIV!’ on the memo line 
of your check and we’ll make sure your membership 
doesn’t lapse. Seriously! This one time offer is only 
good till November 30, 2014. After that this club 
could be anyone’s ball game. Your dues go directly 
to the publication and distribution of this newsletter.  
Your Bus Club Board still includes: 
Medium Happy – David Murphy  
People Happy – Darla Amatasin  
Money Happy – Mish Evans  
Seriously Happy – Will Davis  
Happy Happy – Jeremiah Polynone  
Googlie Eyes Happy – Kris or Joyce  
Crazy Happy – Gary Lampinen – 602 870 8071msg 
If you’re looking to contact our board, might I suggest: 
Arizonabusclub-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 
Legal Stuff Department 
The Arizona Bus Club describes itself as a family 
oriented club dedicated to the restoration and 
enjoyment of the Volkswagen Transporter. This 
rumor is true no matter what spin we put on it. 
Owning a bus is not a requirement of joining the 
club. All enthusiasts are welcome. We have our 
annual fund raising event at the Gold King Mine near 
the Town of Jerome in September. 

 
Early morning swap deals. 

The Arizona Bus Club is a Public Charity and is 
recognized as such under the 501(c)(3) section of 
the Internal Revenue Code. Consult your tax 
advisor regarding the tax benefits of donating to a not 
for profit and then feel free to donate anyway. The 
Arizona Bus Club currently meets at the Walterdome 
located at 6425 E Thomas and is disguised as 
Ponderosa Lumber.  Meetings are held the third 
Wednesday of the month and usually start around 
7PM. NOTE: No General Meeting held in December. 
(We’ll see you at the Holiday Party!) Essentially, if 
you enjoy camping, repairing buses and consuming 



beer, this IS the club for you. We have members of all 
ages & backgrounds, so don’t be afraid to come along 
& join in on the fun. NOTE: The Arizona Bus Club 
does reserve the right to refuse membership to anyone 
deemed weirder than our normal level of weird. 
Lemme tell ya... That’s a lot of weird. 

 
DISCLAIMER: Hey gang, we can be the source of 
good information and really bad rumors so please 
understand that: The views and opinions expressed in 
the Arizona Bus Club newsletter are those of the 
individual contributors and are not necessarily those of 
the board, general members or the editors unless 
otherwise stated. Some of these photos were used with 
permission. Most were not. We have no way of 
discerning which ones are which. Got an issue with us 
using your photo or likeness? Please contact us. 

 
Monte’s morning cuppa joe.  Karen, we miss you. 
No Arizona Bus Club board member, past or present, 
shall be held liable for any damages, death, injury, 
paper cuts or other harm resulting from the use or 
misuse of any information contained in this newsletter 
or of  the newsletter itself. (We have secretly placed 
those responsibilities on some of our general members). 

And....only the tastiest of animals were harmed 
during the creation of this newsletter.  
Technically Speaking Dept 
In case you missed last month’s topic, we’re running 
it again because it is an interesting piece of trivia. 
There has been some concern regarding how to 
classify the 2015 raffle bus. The VIN in the engine 
compartment reads 378785. That being so, the 
question becomes ‘what year is it?’ If you have an 
opinion supported by facts which could lead to the 
truth we’d love to hear them. Initially the answer 
seems obvious but we’ve discovered conflicting 
sources of information regarding this specimen and 
we’d like to get your input. Don’t make us beg. 
Thank you again Stephanie for the donation. We’ll do 
our best to take care of it. 

 
No wide roads next year. 

 
 Vehicle entry #300 I believe. 
Award Department 
Your Arizona Bus Club is not really big on awards or 
competitions unless it has to do with laziness, corn 
filled sacks or beer consumption. That being said it’s 
a rather big deal when we recognize someone for 



something. (Usually, it was brought to our attention 
and suggested that we should say something....nice.) 
Here we go with the car show awards.... 
 
‘Best’ Category Winner 
Split – Restored A.B.C. – 2014 raffle bus    (jk) 
 
Split – Commercial Vehicle Entry #300 
Split – Truck  Dave Betts   ’58 single cab 
Split – Deluxe  Roy Jonas   ’65  21 window 
Split – Custom Robert Ronde  ’65 panel 
Split – Camper Natalie Aldret  ’66 riviera 
Split – Unrestored Scott & Connie Robb  ’66 e-z 
Split – Restored Mike Cavanaugh  ’63 camper 
 
Bay – Commercial Shawn Sides   ’69 single cab 
Bay – Truck  Greg & Ann Pickrel  ’70 double 
Bay – Camper  Rick & Josie Cross  ’74 all original 
Bay – Unrestored Andrea Cox  ’71 deluxe 
Bay – Restored Steve Dorsey  ’70 tin top westy 
 
Other – Commercial Dustin LaDue  ’84 Westfalia 
Other – Truck  Chris Waterkotte  ‘60 bug 
Other – Custom Jeff & Chay’le Haraldsen ’72 sqrbk 
Other – Camper Dave Hale  ’85 Westy 
Other – Unrestored Crystal Kurtz  ’74 thing 
Other – Restored  Brooke & Brit Rosenberg ’54 bug 
 
Thank you to everyone who took the time to stumble 
around the campground to record your votes, bruised 
knees, spilt drinks and all. 

 
 Ryan just found his seat...again. 
Chili Cook-off results 
The question comes up frequently as to why we have 
the chili sampling Saturday afternoon as opposed to 
Friday afternoon. First, Friday afternoon arrivals have 
enough to do with setting up their campsite. They don’t 
need the added stress of prepping for an event as soon 

as they show. Second, I like having chili Saturday 
afternoon. Third, we have problems with the J-Johns 
Saturday afternoon,  so imagine Friday and Saturday. 
Eww. Remember that votes were cast using tickets. 
Winner was/is usually the last man standing. So here 
we go with the results: Ella took 67 votes with her 
‘Three Bean Chili’.  Mr. Murphy nabbed 81 votes 
with his ‘Stumptown Batch #2’. Gurda, of Ron & 
Gurda, absconded with 87 votes for their ‘Lunch 
Room Memories’. Jessie & Christine secured 104 
votes for their runner up chili entitled ‘No Name’ 
chili and finally, the winner, which drew 122 votes, 
went to Leti and her ‘Green Chili Chili’. 
Congratulations to our first & second place winners. 
Both first & second place received a chili cook-off event 
apron. (I know, copy cats!) 

 
Dance night with Femme Shui. 
Longest Distance Award goes to Jack Flash of 
Clearwater Florida. Jack & his buddy drove their buses 
4586 miles (adjust for 175/70 R15’s) to attend our humble 
event. Thank you Jack for making this event a priority. 
We hope you’ll make time for a visit next year.  
Your trophy is in the mail. 

 Reception is best nine feet off the ground 



 
Cornhole Tournament Winners 
Team Hansen & Nulph took first place in this sack 
tossing competition. Gotta say, never in the history of 
this game, has a team looked so uncomfortable while 
handling things so familiar. Congratulations guys on 
your victory!  

 
Tattoo Contest Winner  
David Butler of San Diego CA won the tattoo contest 
with his member number and Bus Club logo tattoo. 
Shameless way to flaunt the better bus club in this part 
of the known galaxy, but he considers it as a cheap 
insurance policy against lengthy alien abductions. The 
idea being, upon abduction, the visitors will view the 
tat, recognize him as one of their own, dance the 
Martian Hop, returning David with naught but a slight 
hangover. Well done Mr. Butler! 
 
Fat tire bicycle contest: The one dude with the cool 
bike that doubled as a (and my notes got smeared. 
Damn.) Congratulations on your win! Hope to see you 
next year. 

 
Slow Drag Winner: FYI, this event involved 
buses and not doobies. The dude’s name escapes me. 
But I know he had the slower of the two VW’s in the 
last heat. I’m pretty sure. 

 
If Green Lantern drove a bus. 

 
I thought they we’re from the Busties Bus Club. 
Bored Meeting Notes  Sat. Sept 27th ‘14 
You’re gonna love the next couple pages of photos. 
Feel free to color them in! Attendees: Prez – G, 
Secretary - K, Sgt. @ Arms -Will Davis, Membership 



Coor.- Darla A. Mish Evans had early work to take 
care of. Murphy had conflicts w/ soccer practice & 
Polynone was recovering from an epic hangover. (jk. 
but do you ever get the real story?) Meeting took place 
at 8am at Carmel’s Coffee House at 44th St. & Camelback.  

 
I think it was Jamboree laughing sickness. 
Agenda Item #1: Membership Booth – Registration 
cards get returned to Registration/Membership/Club 
booth. Card is to be exchanged for Event Dash Plaque. 
Upon time of exchange, volunteer at booth will ask 
participant about renewing/joining the club. New 
membership card will be issued when dues are 
received. Membership booth is to be within fifty(50) 
feet of T-shirts & Ticket booth. Volunteers to be 
responsible for selling club paraphernalia as well as 
accepting registration cards & membership dues. Cards 
are to be used to identify Car Show winners, send 
complimentary Jamboree issues out to attendees and 
identify dues paying club members. 

 
McGee sporting urban camouflage. 
Agenda Item #2: Event Gate.  Event Gate closes at 
11pm. If it looks like you’re going to be close to the 
time of closure understand that the Event Gate closes at 
11pm on the gate keepers watch. The gate opens at 

7am on the gate keepers watch. Gate keepers should 
wear visible clothing at night. 

 
     Chillin.in the ‘site. 

 
We’re all happy here. They got a bus. I got rid of a bus. 
Agenda Item #3: Volunteers - Volunteers will appear 
to be friendly and alert and in a sober state of mind.  

     Lehan points to the direction/cliff the Bus Club should take. 



Any volunteer exhibiting traits unbecoming to the 
Arizona Bus Club will be asked to remove themselves 
from service until they are able. 

 
Evidently a bus fell over on its side. 
Agenda Item #4: Ideas to remember for next year:  
Water or water bottles available at the event booths.   
Ice bags delivered twice over weekend or perhaps an 
onsite freezer locker for bags. Make sign-up sheets for 
ice available. 
Parking/Camping Flexibility – Blocking off street for 
additional camping  
Band had lots of familiar traditional songs. Make sure 
next year’s band has the same. 
Volunteer Roster worked well. Next year have it 
visibly posted. 
Movie on the big screen was a huge success. Need to 
research another relevant movie 
Bigger canopy worked well. Probably could use one 
more canopy for club booth. 
Need more children’s activities & volunteers to help 
run the activities. 

 
Best time ever Darla. Thank you! 

 

M. I. A. Dept. 
Every so often we receive newsletters returned to our 
PO Box and it’s not usually the coloring contest issue 
that gets returned. These people have paid their dues 
with the club & then promptly moved. Normally we 
like getting mail in our PO Box, but not at our own 
expense, even if it gives our mail retriever something 
to do. So here’s a small list of MIA members who we 
think would enjoy receiving our newsletter: 
#372  Scott Booth – Where’d you go? 
#903  Michael Thomson – Cottonwood? 
If I see you at an event or at a meeting or at Sprouts 
this week, please remind me to give you your new 
letter!  TTL. 

 
 Some kid absconded with my recyclables! 
How many were there? 
While some of you folks, who enjoy getting up early 
& running about, looking for coffee made in someone 
else’s camp, we at the news, being responsible, were 
up early Saturday morning counting the vehicles in 
the campsite.... and then set about raiding other 
campsites for coffee.  This is what we found..... 
 
Split buses, various styles:     69 
Split SC & DC:  17 
Richard’s Barndoor:    1 
Bay buses, various styles:   88 
Bay SC & DC:  3 
M F Vanagon:   27 
Beetle:    31 
Karmann Ghia:  4 
Other VW air cooled:  6 
Other VW water:  10   . 
Total VW’s by our count 256  
 
Yes, we repeated this bit from last month, but it still 
seemed relevant to this issue. O.K.? 



      Old Guys Still Rule.  

 
Welcome New Members Dept. 
Just a little bit ‘o recognition to the newer members to 
our club. If we’ve misspelled your name or if there’s a 
person(s) that sounds a lot like you, understand that not 
pharmacists or have those kind of reading skills. So 
we’re doing our best to read your doctor like chicken 
scratch. let us know and we’ll correct it. Contact us 
anyway to tell us how we’re doing or where you’re 
meeting for happy hour. 
Name    City, State 
Keith & Amber Boeldt Globe, AZ 
Jaden Glynn   Surprise, AZ 
Savannah Libers  Chandler, AZ 
Pete Minko   H. Beach, CA 
Michael Klutch  Sierra Vista, AZ 
Scott Olsen   Glendale, AZ 
Steve Stobber   Peoria, AZ 
Rachel Rowland  Scottsdale, AZ 
Rick Pennington  Surprise, AZ 
Manuel Fernandez  Tempe, AZ 
Robert & Crystal Kurtz Congress, AZ 
Gary White   Gilbert, AZ 

Synthia Sheptak  Gilbert, AZ 
Marcy & Robert Lehan Breckenridge, MN 
Dave Robberson  Mayer, AZ 
 
Good to have you as part of our club.  
Hope to see you at a work party! 

Shout Out Department 
Hey everyone, I found out this weekend that there is 
a new ‘girls only’ bus club that has formed. The 
Busties Bus Club has come forth to proclaim their 
seat amongst our other clubbers here in the southwest. 
VTO, TBM, CCK, Low & Slow, Westside Fat 
Chicks, Double Bubble Brigade, DHP, ABC and the 
Far East (valley) Wagons all welcome you to the bus 
scene. If we can be of any help to you, let us know. 

 
 Dirty hippies and their ticket bath. 
Upcoming Events Dept.: 
 
September 19th – 21st Jamboree XXIV 
Yeah, you just missed it. 
 
October 15th – General Meeting  



Bus Club Nominations 
We need to start planning now for 2015 to have a good 
year. Good choices make for a good year. Come to the 
October General meeting to let your voice be heard 
about how you think someone else can do a better job 
than those doing the job. Evening is to begin with 
cheap name calling, followed by nominations, followed 
by the candidate’s debate. It’s anyone’s guess who’s 
going to run the club next year and it’s an opportunity 
for your voice to finally be heard. This is your chance 
to speak your mind and cast your vote to say “We need 
a new direction” or “These guys need a rest!” or “Pass 
those chips this way!” Come for one of the more 
exciting experiences you’ll ever have. The counting of 
ballots, the slurping of beer, the munching of… 
munchies, all culminating to see who is brave enough 
to guide this band of misfits to our 25th Jamboree. 
Note: Ballots are issued to members in good standing 
only (i.e. current membership). 
October 25th –Halloween dance 
Not really a Bus Club related event but Fire Chief 
Rusty took me on a guided tour of the firehouse (which 
included a round or three of snooker) in exchange for 
this mentioning. This is the 40th anniversary of the 
Jerome Fire Department Auxiliary’s Halloween dance 
held at Spook Hall in Jerome. $10 at the door. 21+ 
only. Costume contest theme: Ghostly Miners & Soiled 
Doves of the Past. Doors open at 8pm. Band starts at 
9pm. 
October 25th - Saturday- VolkStock 
Get ready for another fantastic VW Event with 
VolkStock in Glendale, Arizona at Sheely Farm 
(location of the Halloween Fear Farm) 99th Ave and 
McDowell Rd., West Phoenix. 
Visit www.Volkstock.com and www.facebook.com/volkstock  
Date: Saturday, October 25th - Rain or Shine  
Car Show Roll-in: 6am - 12am  
Event Time: 8am - 12pm  
Car Show: 10am - 3pm  
Awards Ceremony: 3:00pm  
Vendors please call Mark Miller at 623-521-7982  
If you need more information or would like to be part 
of this occasion, please contact Mark Miller at 623- 
875-4067 or email  events@peoriavw.com 
 
November 7th - 9th Buses on the River   
Follow us to the Yuma County Fairgrounds for some 
excellent camping and a great car show. This year, 
Andy, Jim & Bill promise to show us their favorite 
river access point to observe nude sun bathers.  
December – 6th – APS Light Parade  

                   WE HAVE A THEME!      
                 “Holidays in Toyland” 
Get ready to exercise your decorating recycling 
efforts as the Arizona Bus Club participates in the 
APS 2014 light parade here in Phoenix. We’ve got 2 
months to plan for the event and this year’s theme 
presents numerous possibilities for designs. Anyone 
want to head up a committee/ design team this year? 
We could take the Mayor’s award if we do this right! 
My thoughts are for each participant to take a 
‘Holiday’ of your choice & imagine what your bus 
would look like in toyland. Let’s talk this up on our 
Yahoo groups! 

  Like the Mona Lisa, what are they looking at? 
December 12th -14th Christmas Party 
Special Event Note: We’re moving the Holiday 
Party to a Lake Pleasant group camping site. Code 
name: Raccoon. No, we’re not going to cook 
raccoon. Possum maybe. Bring holiday side dish to 
share at our Saturday afternoon feast as well as your 
appetite.  
Special note: December’s general meeting to be 
held at the Holiday party. Don’t be scared, just show 
up. 
Special Invite: Anyone interested in scoping out 
the grounds before the party? Gimme a holler & we’ll 
roll. Yes, pig will be served. 
 
All other weekends/weekdays: 
Hey gang, gotta mention that our friend Siggy has 
offered up his Arizona Speed Shop as the 2015 raffle 
bus restoration spot. As the weather cools off we will 
be working Saturday mornings starting at 7am to ‘get 
‘er done.’ Siggy’s A.S.S. is located behind the 
Walterdome at 6425 E Thomas. Access to Siggy’s 
A.S.S. can be obtained by traveling along the canal. 
Look for the Bus Club sandwich board if you get lost. 



Ending times for the work parties are usually around 
2pm. Come, hang out for a bit and then go mow your 
lawn like you promised your spouse you would. We’ll 
have a list of stuff to bring for any interested person to 
bring in next month’s issue. Beer, gloves, water, 
sanding disks, goggles, beer, ear plugs, sandwich etc. 

 
You can’t see the Sunday morning hippie fragrance  from up here.  

 
Our friend Jack & his ‘pup’. 

One more thing.... Dept. 
Finally, Before I forget, and I should have mentioned 
this earlier but, many of you donated some way cool 
raffle prizes that probably cost you a pretty penny. If 
your contribution was greater than $250 and you intend 
on declaring the donation on your taxes, please contact 
us for a letter stating as such. So far my ’letter of 
contributions’ list is rather short (you folks know who 
you are) so if you need a letter, our staff can get them 
out pretty readily. If you wait till the busy season well, 
I make no guarantees. Busclubeditor@gmail.com  
Seriously, we appreciate all the support we receive, so 
the least thing your Bus Club can do for you is to 
provide acknowledgement of your gift. Give us a shout 

and we’ll whip ‘em out and be more than happy to 
drop a letter in the mail to you 

 
Who drank all my happy juice? 

 

 
Mish, you look good enough for the drive home. 
Jan 15th –18th  LBB presents BBB 18! 
The ten member troop from Lake Havasu 
swear to god and the heavens above that they 
are ready willing and able to put this show on again. 
Show up on Thursday and relax until Friday 
afternoon when the Chili Cook-off starts. Saturday 
activities to include an unofficial organized polar bear 
plunge  
(hint: wear cheap shoes into the lake) and an evening 
raffle. Sunday has the local BSA troop serving pancakes. 
 
Next Month Dept.: 
-Bus Club Porn. (i.e. pics of next year’s Raffle bus.) 
-How much did we raise for charity? Seriously, we 
should have numbers for you by then. 
-Road trip reports 
-Volksfest Review 


