
Get your mail in ballot back to us soon! 

Board elecƟ ons to be held Nov. 19th!
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Drive your Bus 
It’s been almost 60 days since our 24th Jamboree. We at 
the news are ready to gear up and do it again. (Seriously!) 
The second most repeated question buzzing around 
lately has been “When are we going to start on the 
bus?” (First question being: Where’s the fridge?) Well, not to 
stall any more but remember that our first raffle bus 
rule is: First, we get legal ownership of the bus, Then 
we start on the bus. That being said, we broke our first 
cardinal rule right over the ice chest at our October 
general meeting. Some of our more motivated members 
showed a bit early (Noon on a Wednesday) to take a good 
look at the 2015 raffle bus project to make a semi-
indecent body parts list for ordering. Surprisingly 
enough the bus is not in as bad condition as we were 
led to believe. YES, there is a lot to do, but looking 
closer at the project it would seem that we have more 
than just a VIN to work with. (Am loving the Scamp side 

windows!) Here is a quick breakdown of the project: 
The bad: It’s a panel and requires more metalwork.  
The good: It’s a panel and we get to practice metalworking! 
So, we’ve had our first unofficial raffle bus work party 
and now it’s time to plan an Official RBWPW! We’ll 
probably have our official first work party the weekend 
after the Yuma show in November. (Anyone wanna 
tow it out there for publicity sake?) We’ll discuss a 
plan of attack, get a parts list for the remaining bits & 
pieces and start working on the cab section of the roof. 
I’m anticipating an early finish date for this project 
(there! I jinxed it!) but with the skills, interest and 
resources available for us, all I can think about now is... 
EVERYthing else needed to make this Jamboree (# 25) 

every bit of what it needs to be. (Four letter word. 
Starts with the letter ‘E’) All of these efforts remind me 
of what our club is capable of and what this project 
should represent. Memories in the making?  

 
Check that ....rear end! Smooth & curvy like we want ‘em! 

Join the Club Dept. 
So, If you’re reading this, you’re obviously a member of 
one of the better Bus Clubs in the States. Either that or 
you’ve found someone else’s copy of this newsletter at a 
rest stop. That being said, should you finish this newsletter 
and want to get your own subscription simply send a 
check, money order or $20 of used VW bus parts to: 

Arizona Bus Club  c/o Membership 
PO Box 65001 
Phoenix  AZ  85082 
If you’re renewing your membership and don’t know why, 
simply remind yourself that this is one of the more fun 
clubs to be associated with and that, although most of the 
gatherings will require at least 4 hours to get to from your 
side of the state, understand that’s four more hours spent 
getting to know your bus and not watching television. You 
will be welcomed with a cold beer upon your arrival, 
regardless of whether you imbibe or not. If you would, 
take a moment and write your member number on the 
memo line of your check. Otherwise we’ll do our best to 
ensure you’re not assigned a new number.  If you’re 
joining for the first time... Welcome! We hope you’ll 
enjoy reading this newsletter half as much as we enjoyed 
creating it! We’ve made some changes in the newsroom 
(Lehan’s fascination with flying monkeys. They’re an 
absolutely worthless poo flinging lot.) We’ve added some 
good columns and tried to spice up others. If we skipped 
you or someone you love, don’t just consider it to be a 
blessing in disguise. Let us know. For the rest of you that 

we didn’t skip, thank you for your continued patronage. 

For another 25 days, or so, your Bus 
Club Board still includes: 
Maker of calls – David Murphy  
People tracker – Darla Amatasin  
Keeper of coin – Mish Evans  
Enforcement – Will Davis  
Safety meetings – Jeremiah Polynone  
Takin’ notes – Kris or Joyce  
THIS guy! – Gary Lampinen – 602 870 8071msg 
If you’re looking to contact our board, might I suggest: 
Arizonabusclub-subscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Special Post Jamboree offer: If you normally renew 
at the Jamboree event and we missed you (not ‘missed 
you, missed you’, but ‘avoided you’ missed you ) and you 
have faith in the club and you’re still interested in 
renewing or joining, or if you’ve got some extra cash 
laying around and needed another publication to clutter 
the coffee table with, send us a check or money order or 
gold bullion equivalent for $19.50 (That’s right! Send us a 
$20 and we’ll send you a postage stamp!) made out to 
Arizona Bus Club and we’ll make sure you get caught up.  
Simply write: ‘WTF@ JJ XXIV!’ on the memo line of 
your check and we’ll make sure your membership doesn’t 
lapse. Seriously! This one time offer is only good till 



November 30, 2014. After that this club could be 
anyone’s ball game. Your dues go directly to the 
publication and distribution of this newsletter.  

 
Split case tranny will get a stock engine. 
Legal Stuff Department 
The Arizona Bus Club describes itself as a family oriented 
club dedicated to the restoration and enjoyment of the 
Volkswagen Transporter. No matter what we do to distract 
people it would seem that this rumor is true. Owning a bus is 
not a requirement of joining the club, but it tells us where 
your head is. All Type 2 admirers and enthusiasts are 
welcome to join and attend our meetings. We have a car 
show at every general meeting. (Put that in your pipe & 
smoke it!) We have our annual charitable fund raising event 
at the Gold King Mine near the Town of Jerome in 
September.  
Join us, we have cookies. 

 

 
Vacuum it, sand it, paint it, cross it off the list! 
More Legal Stuff Dept. 
The Arizona Bus Club is a Public Charity and is 
recognized as such under the 501©(3) section of the 
Internal Revenue Code. Consult your tax advisor regarding 

the tax benefits of donating to a ‘not for profit’ and then 
feel free to donate anyway. The Arizona Bus Club 
currently meets at the Walterdome located at 6425 E 
Thomas in Scottsdale and is disguised as Ponderosa 
Lumber.  Meetings are held the third Wednesday of the 
month and usually start around 7pm. NOTE: No General 
Meeting held in December. (We’ll see you at the Holiday 
Party!) Essentially, if you enjoy camping, repairing buses 
and consuming beer, this IS the club for you. We have 
members of all ages & backgrounds, so don’t be afraid to 
come along & join in on the fun. NOTE: The Arizona Bus 
Club does reserve the right to refuse membership to any 
weirdo deemed weirder than our normal level of 
weirdness.  
Lemme tell ya... That’s a lot of weird. 

 
Am digging the naked raffle bus pics. Gimme more! 
DISCLAIMER: Hey gang, we can be the source of good 
information and really bad rumors so please understand 
that: The views and opinions expressed in the Arizona Bus 
Club newsletter are those of the individual contributors 
and are not necessarily those of the board, general 
members or the editors unless otherwise stated. Some of 
these photos were used with permission. Most were not. 
We have no way of discerning which ones are which. Got 
an issue with us using your photo or likeness? Please 
contact us. No Arizona Bus Club board member, past or 
present, shall be held liable for any damages, death, 
injury, paper cuts or other harm resulting from the use or 
misuse of any information contained in this newsletter or 
of  the newsletter itself. (We have secretly placed those 
responsibilities on some of our general members). 
And....only the tastiest of animals were harmed during the 
creation of this newsletter.  

 
And from now on...Dept. 
There are some people who enjoy reading their 
newsletter on-line with the idea that everything in 
this club is free. For the most part they’re correct, 
however we’ve had some changes with regard to the 
on-line publication of the news. Only that the on-line 
version will be lagging behind one month rather than 



being posted on the day the other newsletters are 
mailed. This is totally meant to ensure the dues paying 
members get their newsletters first. And that’s that. 

 
Battery access. Installed just outside the factory walls. 
Charitable Giving Department 
Spending time doing what you enjoy is an immediate 
personal benefit. When the results of your efforts 
benefit others, you have benefited mankind.  
The board of the Arizona Bus Club has voted to donate 
funds from our charitable Jamboree the following 
Arizona based charities: 
 
Jerome Volunteer Fire Department Aux.  $3000 
Tucson’s Youth on their Own   $3000 
 
The Arizona Bus Club will be donating more money to 
local charities before the end of the year. Thank you to 
everyone who helped us make these choices. 

 
Minor repair work needed. 
Google Phone # 602 492 5287 – leave msg 

Azbusclub.org 

 
Special Announcement Department 
Before we get into this issue, our club wanted to 
recognize one of our resident artists to make mention 
that in honor of the 25th year of the Jerome Jamboree, 
Tucson Artist, Brian Bill, will be creating one of his 
unique original watercolor paintings to commemorate 
the event. The art will be applied to the Anniversary 
Event t-shirts and then raffled off at the Jamboree 
show. For non-winning ticket holders, Brian will 
have limited edition archival prints available for your 
VW art collection. Hold on for some crazy fun! 
Check out Brian’s unique work at BrianBill.com 

 
We just wiped the drool off. Nice looking side! 
Another Announcement Dept 
Time to start another fun year of Bus Club. This year 
promises to be the best year so far (or as far back as 
anyone can remember) and there’s really nothing we 
can do about it. We’ve got good energy within the 
club, we’ve got our restoration project ready to go 
and a Fresh batch of virgin Mojo to add to the mix. 
What I’m trying to say is next year, we’ll be 
celebrating Bus Club’s 25th Anniversary! I had the 
good fortune to spend this past weekend at Volkstock 
talking with some founding members of the Arizona 
Bus Club. The topic of discussion varied between the 



‘how’ and ‘why’ a club like this continues to exist. 
Essentially ‘how’ comes from the new members 
carelessly stumbling in and paying dues to our club. 
The ‘why’ is personal and changes from individual to 
individual. The essence of a club’s existence is its 
members and their continued interest in what we do 
regardless of why we’re doing it. It’s important that a 
club keep changing. Remember the things that people 
liked to do and what worked, and take note of the 
things that utterly failed and needed to be reviewed. 
Our club has an excellent network of folks that want 
this club to survive come hell or high water and they 
will do almost anything to keep the club alive despite 
the odds. So what am I getting at? 

 Everyone knows about this VW venue. 
Simple: RUN FOR THE BOARD! Having a fun club 
means sharing responsibility so everyone can enjoy 
themselves at our events. The board positions are not 
difficult. The positions last one year and should you get 
in over your head there is a wealth of people to fall 
back upon that WANT you to succeed. Give it a shot! 
If it doesn’t suit you then don’t run next year. That 
being said, fill out your ballot, affix a stamp & send it 
back to us! This November is our club’s election 
month. All of the board positions are available. We’re 
looking for new ideas to try at this year’s Jamboree. If 
you get nominated, consider the honor of the task for a 
year. If you don’t like it, don’t run next year or run for 
something else. Remember that there are those of us 
who enjoy climbing into the back of the bus and stating 
that they are a part of Bus Club. And then there are 
those who climb into the cab to determine where we 
go. (And there are those that hang around outside fixing the 

engine, calmly awaiting our return.) 

Enough on that. Onto something else. 
Red Barn Roundup / Bugtoberfest Review –  

Joe Chirco of Tucson really puts on a good weekend 
when he hosts his Red Barn Roundup weekend. The 
cruise, the barbeque and the evening entertainment 
followed by Bugtoberfest on Sunday really make for 
a relaxing Tucson event. If you haven’t been to it, ya 

otta, if not for the weekend, then consider a day trip. 
Some of the Phoenix folk got an early (7am?) 
Saturday start which put them at the site of the Red 
Barn Roundup around 9:30 – 10am. Not a bad little 
morning drive followed by the Chirco cruise to the 
BBQ in the park and then back to the Red Barn 
grounds. I enjoy hanging out with my Tucson 
brethren as they seem more laid back and relaxed 
than their Phoenix cousins. Or maybe it’s because 
they’re not afraid to drink as they’re much more 
closer to home. Be that as it may keep an eye out for 
the next Tucson trip during the Spring of 2015 where 
rumor has it that we’ll be returning to Turkey Creek 
...after the fireworks run of course! 

 
Nate & Christina’s newborn.   4 months old. 4 events attended. 
 
 

 
Me thot I heardz ‘bus ride’? or ‘treat’? 

 



Stop the Presses! Dept. 
Just as the staff here was getting ready to submit this 
issue to our printer with its blessing, we got this last 
minute submission on Volksfest. Quite the event this 
year and as promised the music went all weekend long. 

 
...and the little bear said, “someone’s been sleeping in MY bed!’ 
It was good to see all the VWs out there and all the 
friendly people to talk to made the temperature of 
Saturday bearable. Surprisingly, one of the grand raffle 
prizes was a running 1969 Beetle in original paint! The 
award ceremony for the trophies was unique in that the 
winners drove their car up to the stage to be presented 
with their trophy so everyone could get a look at the 
winning car. Quite the clever idea. Thanks goes out to 
Mark Miller, his crew and the guys from German 
Toys for hosting such a fun event at Fear Farm! 
 

 
Day break at Volkstock.  It’s beginning to fill up! 
Upcoming Events Dept.: 
November 7th - 9th Buses on the River   

Follow us to the Yuma County Fairgrounds for some 
excellent camping and a great car show. This year, Bill 
promises to share with us his favorite method for 

cooking chicken en mass. Please contact Jim Burnite 
about donating to the camp keg. (PBR me ASAP!)  

 
Am digging the rally stripes. 
November 19th – Bus Club Elections! 
Ya know, none of these positions are really that 
difficult. We all make mistakes. (Mine was running for 

President!) But fortunately most mistakes can be fixed. 
Give it a shot, voice your opinion and maybe your 
candidate might win. (P.S. We’re getting sandwiches for 
the meeting!) 

November 30th – Sunday Car Show 
put on by The Busties Bus Club & Fatso’s Pizza. 
Noon to 5pm. Cheap $5.00 entry fee plus canned 
food or toy donation. Proceeds to benefit VW bus 
brother Mark Michaels and his battle against cancer. 
Hope to see you there! 
December – 6th – APS Light Parade  
                 “Holidays in Toyland” 
Get ready to exercise your decorating recycling 
efforts as the Arizona Bus Club participates in the 
APS 2014 light parade here in Phoenix. We’ve got 
one month to plan for the event and this year’s theme 
presents numerous possibilities for designs. Anyone 
want to head up a committee/ design team this year? 
We could take the Mayor’s award if we do this right! 
My thoughts are for each participant to take a 
‘Holiday’ of your choice & imagine what your bus 
would look like in toyland. Let’s talk this up on our 
Yahoo groups! 

December 12th -14th Christmas Party 

Special Event Note: We’re moving the Holiday 
Party to a Lake Pleasant group camping site. Code 
name: Raccoon. No, we’re not going to cook 
raccoon. Possum maybe. Bring holiday side dish to 
share at our Saturday afternoon feast as well as your 
appetite.  



Special Note: December’s general meeting to be 
held at the Holiday party. Don’t be scared, just show. 

Special Invite: Anyone interested in scoping out the 
grounds before the party? Gimme a holler & we’ll roll. 
Yes, pig will be served. 

Jan 15th –18th  LBB presents BBB 18! 
The ten member troop from Lake Havasoop 
swear to god and the heavens above that they 
are ready willing and able to put this show on again. 
Show up on Thursday and relax until Friday afternoon 
when the Chili Cook off starts. Saturday activities to 
include an unofficial organized polar bear plunge  
(hint: wear cheap shoes into the lake) and an evening raffle. 
Sunday has the local BSA troop serving pancakes. 

 
Chillaxin’ on the top of Mt. Lemmon. 
You Promised! Department 
Back in July we promised to expound on the thought of  Drive like 
a Bastard. So here it goes. I apologize in advance if this offends 
anyone, not that anyone reads this stuff.... 

Drive like a Bastard.... with noise and haste and 

remember what boredom there may be in silence. As 
far as possible be on bad terms with all persons. Lie 
profusely and don’t listen to anyone else, especially 
those who drive water cooled vehicles. Their story is 
tedious. Hang out with loud and aggressive persons, 
they’ve got spirit. Compare yourself with others to 
make yourself feel superior; there will always be those 

lesser than yourself. Don’t be interested in your 
career. Chances are it won’t be much fun. Throw 
caution to the wind in your business affairs – it’s the 
only way you’ll make any serious loot: but don’t let 
this blind you to what little virtue there is; hardly 
anyone out there has high ideals, and everywhere life 
is full of cowards. Be yourself, unless you’re lying to 
someone to get what you want. Be cynical about love 
because it comes and goes and isn’t as good as grass. 
Hang onto your youth, and grow old disgracefully. 
Drink spirits to shield you from misfortune, and be 
sure to live in a dream world – many fears are born 
from facing reality. Forget a wholesome discipline 
and be easy on yourself – no one else will be. You’re 
a child of people you can’t relate to, far less than the 
trees and the stars, and probably don’t even have a 
right to be here. Things probably aren’t clear to you, 
because the universe makes no sense whatsoever, 
therefore be at peace with God, whatever that means. 
With all of its sham, drudgery, and broken dreams, 
the world’s a bag of shit. Be careless, surf as often as 
possible and above all  

DRIVE AN AIRCOOLED VOLKSWAGEN  
Republished without permission. 

Next Month Dept.: 
-The beer drinking contest was rigged! 
-More road trip reports 
-Yuma! And all the splendors contained 

All other weekends/weekdays: 
Hey gang, gotta mention that our friend Siggy has 
offered up his Arizona Speed Shop as the 2015 raffle 
bus restoration spot. As the weather cools off we will 
be working Saturday mornings starting at 7am to ‘get 
‘er done.’ Siggy’s A.S.S. is located behind the 
Walterdome at 6425 E Thomas. Access to Siggy’s 
A.S.S. can be obtained by traveling along the canal. 
Look for the Bus Club sandwich board if you get lost. 
Ending times for the work parties are usually around 
2pm. Come, hang out for a bit and then go paint that 
side of the house like you promised your spouse you 
would. We’ll have a list of stuff to bring for any 
interested person to bring in next month’s issue. 
Beer, welding gloves, water, sanding disks, goggles, 
beer, ear plugs, sandwich, grinding/cutting tools, etc. 

Someone mentioned a cool idea...Dept. 
How about getting past raffle buses and their 
owners up to the Jamboree site next year just to show 
‘em all off! If ever there was an opportunity to do 
this, this would be it! 
And now, as luck would have it,  
The Inevitable Last page.........====  




